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One Jackson Baptist church met last night to decide whether to appeal a recent 3 
Caz Comnsyiing sbich denied ensppael talpiqeompel ep arcs prepary Jackson Churches 
~_. And another Baptist church pastor has indicated his intention to meet with P Ci 

lagislatere to ats Sar 0 vevisten ef the tow yhich spells out Gaueh eaten geen, May ay ity Tax 
erty tax exemptions. ; 

The two Baptist churches, Robinson Street and Broadmoor, along with First By Tim Nicbds : 
Presbyterian and the Catholic Diocese of Natchez-Jackson, all own property “I pointed out in an affadavit that this is 8 =n profit operation and used solely convent since summer, “so the status has changed. The principle may not justify 
which, for the first time, is being assessed property taxes. for religious purposes. We teach the of Christianity.” our fighting it.”’ : 

All four appealed prior assessments and were turned down by the City Council. Baptist : However, Welsch said that ‘This is an entirely imp reading of what the 
However, some of their properties and property of other religious groups in the statute says. Supreme Court decisions have that when you get into the 
city were allowed fo retain their tax exempt status. . "he ianef SaFUMMiaE aL © eel, om bacia to tatrede.” 

Retaining that exempt status are ministers’ and assistant ministers 8 ee ee oer oe on ee Dares 

i church, “‘ , We probably fewer ministers per soul, so to speak, now 
than when this law was passed,” said Welsch. 


Vietnamese family, and that of a furloughing foreign missionary. 
The law, as interpreted by the city tax assessor’s office, appears to be clear on 
the propriety of exempting a minister’s residence, the house or building used as a position. “My intent isto put 
place of worship, Sunday school, camp grounds or orphan asylums. unér the law. 3 . 
But the city council denied exemptions for a day care center, a convent, and . i go to the Legislature, it’s an admission that we were not covered under the 
non-ministerial residences owned by churches. i i rg ; present law.” 4 
Said Robinson Street Pastor John G. McDonald, “We protested the day care right hopes ircui Final answers to the question of taxing church-related property are apparently 
center’s inclusion to the tax assessor, we met with the mayor, snd went to a _ position, “and let the city through its attorfe}do the same and let acourtruleon off in the distant future. But they are a step closer, because today the questions 
closed city council meeting. i it. are being asked. 
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Bold Mission Task Force Calls . 
For “Bold” Funding To CP Needs 


alpve the average 7.5 percent annual groups who dealt with the needs for Where the task 
rv greater em- es 
action the 


DEC 21 top 


Barry Emerson sings 2 solo during the 12th annual pertormance of the Baptist Children's Vii- 
lage Christmas program. A packed house greeted the young singers with appreciation. 


Foundation Earns $1 Million, 
Urges Limitations Lessening 
_. NASHVILL ) — The Southern amount * $2.5 million | 
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Bold Mission 
Task Force 


(Continued from page 1) 

The Executive.Committee is to re- 
port “periodically for the next. five 
years on progress made in achieve- 
ments in missions,’” according to the 
1976 SBC Annual. 

While no resolutions or any group 
recommendation were made by the 
task force, participants in three study 
groups generally agreed that the 

major stewardship thrust— 
to include all areas of Christian living 
— should also involve every program 
of Southern Baptists. 


Suggestions include step-by-step 
planning with annual and five-year 
goals that involve all phases of the de- 
nomination’s Bold Mission Thrust—an 
effort to increase Southern Baptists’ 
missionférces and to reach every per- 
son in the world with the gospel by the 
year 2000. 


* Cooperative-in the effort by local 
churches, associations, state conven- 
tions, educational institutions and na- 
tional agencies of Southern Baptists, 
was called for, including teaching the 
“biblical revelation of Christian ste- 
wardship’’ through Sunday School 
curriculums. 

Among speakers was Richard A. 
Jackson, pastor of North Phoenix 
(Ariz.) Baptist Church, who was re- 
cently elected president of the Arizona 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

“Commitment is more important 
than programs,” Jackson noted. He 
called for Southern Baptists to be 
“sold out to a purpose” — of Jesus 
Christ. “Great works are performed, 
not by strength,”’ Jackson said, “‘but 
by steadiness, everyday.” 

As the meeting drew to a close, SBC 
President James L. Sullivan of 


‘Cooperative Program 
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Around The “World 


West Africa 


By David R. Grant 
Editor’s Note: 

Dr. David R. Grant, pastor of 
~~. Broadmoor Baptist church in Jackson 
and past president of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention, recently com- 
pleted an around-the-world trip for the 
purpose of missions awareness. In a 
series of articles Dr. Grant is discus- 
sing his trip. 


My son, David, and I are rather 
compatible for a father-son team; but 
there is one area in which he provokes 
me beyond my ability to share with 
you. That is, when it comes to eating, 
he will come in at night, get an unusu- 
ally large bowl, fill it to capacity with 
ice cream and other goodies, and con- 
sume it all while I look on green with 
» envy. I can’t eat like that without get- 
ting away too big, and thus I am pro- 
voked! But one of the first things we 
learned on our mission trip was that 


nee 
Singing Churchmen Executive Committee 


Pictured left to right is the executive committee of the Mississippi Baptist Singing Chungmen: 
Don Bennett, Bill Sellers, J. M. Wood, Agnes Batson, Joha McCall, ili, Truitt Roberts, Da Hall, 
Uieyd Mims, and Barbara Hamilton. Bennett, minister of music at Colonial Heights 
Courch, Jackson, ic instrumental director; Sellers, Baptist Record business manager, is 
Girector, Wood, music minister at Broadmoor Baptist Church, Jackson, is area directa Mrs. 
Batson, Church Music Department administrative assistant, is secretary/treasurer, 
minister at First Baptist Church, West Point, is audio-visual director; Roberts, music minkter at 
First Baptist Church, Starkville, is president; Hail is director of the Church Music Depagnent; 
Mims, music minister at Collins Baptist Church, is area director, and Mrs. Hamilton, a Jitkson 
resident, is advisor inthe area of drama. 


Library Organization Officers 
{ Se 


ice cream. Needless to say, on mis- 
sionaries’ salaries, their children do 
not eat much ice cream. 

Then when we learned that our 
friends serving the Lord in that area 
‘must pay over $1 per gallon for 
gasoline, I realized what they are up 


against. 

Another thing that was pointed out 
was that land and material for church 
buildings are at a premium and almost 
impossible to get, Thus, they are now 
seeking to establish what is known as 
‘thouse churches.”’ This is simply hav- 
ing churches in the homes rather than 
in a church building. 


These are the officers for 1977 of the Mississippi Baptist Church Library 
Organization. Mrs. Russell Bush, Jr., of Columbia, is president; Mrs. Margaret 
Lewis of Columbus, (picture not available) is vice president; Mrs. Toxie Givens 
of. Hazlehurst, is secretary-treasurer; Mrs. Jackie Payne of Jackson.(picure 
unavailable) is program chairman; Mrs. C. H. Wood of Louisville, is publicity 
chairman; and Mrs. Kathryn Jones of Mendenhall, is historian. 


Silent Guns, Loud Rejoicing 


Now, the guns are quiet. No one is 
even allowed to be armed onthe 
streets and the only stopping of cars is 
to occasionally check for guns. 


All these negatives do not mean to 
say that our friends are daunted. They 
by armed men and being shot at. Those 
used two. words over and over — 
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New York (RNS) — Two persons 
who were abducted from religious 
groups in efforts to ‘‘deprogram”’ 

reported here that deprogram- 
ming efforts are no longer directed 
exclusively at members of ‘‘little 
cults.’’ Father Philaret Taylor, 22, an 
Old Catholic Church monk, who waS 
abducted from an Oklahoma City 
monastery, last July, and Debby Dud- 
geon, 23, who was taken from a Roman 
Catholic community in Orangeville, 
Ont., in 1974, described their experi- 
ences for reporters and staff of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches ata gather- 
ing in the Interchurch Center. 


Washington, D. C. (RNS) — The U. 


our mission friends in the Ivory Coast, S. Bureau of the Census reports that 
=% Africa, must pay $20 for one gallon of ~the Seuth’s population increase from 


1970 to 1975 was'5.3 million, which is 
nearly one million more than the com- 
bined growth in the other three regions 
of the country. 


Hamilton, Ont. (RNS) — Because of 
vandalism, St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
church is going to have bullet-proof 
glass installed in its windows. The 
Rev. Evan Jones said it has cost more 
than $1,000 in the last year to replace 
broken windows and the church’s in- 
surance rates have been increased. 
Even plastic windows had been 
smashed. ‘We thought they might be 

ite,” the minister said. ‘‘But if 
you use a big enough rock, they 
break.” 


Niagara, Ont. (RNS)—Anglican 
Church history in Canada was made 


. Nov. 30 when six women deacons were 


ordained to the priesthood. 
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Newsbriefs In The 


| World Of Religion 


Morristown, N. J. (RNS) — The Na- 
tional Religious Broadcasters (NRB) 
have hailed a special provision for re- 
ligious broadcasters contained in the 
newly-approved national copyright 


which President Ford has signed and 
which will become law Jan. 1, 1978. 
John H. Midlen, Sr., counsel for the 
NRB, said the enactment of Section 112 
(c) — which exempts non-profit religi- 
ous programmers from paying 
mechanical reporduction fees for use 
of copyrighted music on tapes or discs - 
— “constitutes a great victory for the 


NRB.and religious program produc- 
Harrisburg, Pa. (RNS) — If a job 


interferes with going -to church on 
Sunday—and you live ‘in 
Pennsylvania—you can resign and col- 
lect unemployment compensation be- 
nefits. That was the ruling of the State 
Unemployment Compensation Board 
of Review which reversed an earlier 
referee’s decision denying benefits to 
Florence Miller of Philadelphia; who 
quit an $8,000-a-year job as counselor 
at the Sickle Cell Education & Screen- 
ing Clinic, Philadelphia, because she 
was unwilling to work on Sundays 
since it would interfere with her atten- 
dance at church. 


Providence (RNS) — Pastoral plan- 
ners in the nation’s Roman Catholic 
dioceses should consider the long- 


Easter Offering Goes Over Goal} °. 


ATLANTA 


(BP)—The Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for Home 
Missions surpassed its $9.5 million 
goal for 1976, Arthur B. Rutledge told 
directors of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention’s (SBC) Home Mission Board 
at their December meeting here. 

Rutledge said the offering reached 
$9,575,851, through the first third of 
December, and he estimated it will top 
$9.6 million by the end of the year. 

Direc ote. ted missionary 
personnel, ghcluding a black couple 
from New Orleans as career mis- 
sionaries and 16 missionary as- 
sociates. 

The offering, sponsored by. the 
Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union (WMU), is more than $1 million 


above last year, when the total gifts 
amounted to $8,491,652. 

“Dramatically increased-financial 
support through’ the SBC Cooperative 
Program (unified budgét) and the 
Annie Armstrong Offering has pro- 
vided added resources for assisting in 
evangelization projects and in the 
starting of new congregations as a part 
of Bold Mission Thrust,” Rutledge 
said. 


The Bold Mission Thrust ‘strategy 
has the goal of evangelizing the nation 
by 1980, as part of the SBC’s Bold Mis- 
sion effort for the remainder of the 
century, and starting new congrega- 
tions throughout the nation. 

The directors approved $350,000 in 


funding of 29 Bold Mission Thrust pro- 
jects in 1977. These projects will be 
continued through 1978 with $700,000 of 
the $1 million already approved by the 
directors for Bold Mission Thrust pro- 
jects being allotted: 

The December meeting of the 
board’s executive committee was the 
last at which Rutledge will participate 
as executive director-treasurer. He 
will be succeeded by William G. Tan- 
ner, Jan. 1. 


Tanner told directors that Gerald 
Palmer, director of the missions sec- 
tion; will serve as interim director of 
the chaplainey division until a re- 
placement can be found for William 
Clark, who retires Dec. 31. 


1977 January Bible Study 
Offers Resources For All Ages 


January 
supplies are available for younger 
preschoolers, older preschoolers, 
younger children, older children, 


James; 1 and 2 Peter; 1,2 and 3 John; 
and 


ailable in preparation 

Alsoav. to 

for Youth January Study is the 
"s New People 
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“Romans Teaching Resource Kit, 
1977” provides a 32-page set of ex- 
pository notes on the Scripture text, a 
60-minute tape with teaching and ad- 
ministrative suggestions, and a four- 


sette”’ offers a 60-minute content re- 
view of Romans; 


‘Romans: Everyman’s, Gospel+ 


Filmstrip” is a 52-frame‘audiovisual 
aid based on the Romans textbook; 
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Clark has headed the division for two 
Pars and has been associated with the 
ward since 1970. 

Warren and Yvonne Jones will serve 

i New Orleans as career mis- 
fonaries. He will be staff chaplain at 
tharity Hospital. They were ap- 
join through the Home Mission 
board’s department of cooperative 
ninistries with National (black) Bap- 
ists. : 
Jones, a native of New Orleans, is a 
fraduate of Southern University in 
New Orleans and New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Mrs. Jones, 
also a native of New Orleans, attended 
Southern University and has worked 
as a teacher’s aide in New Orleans 
public schools. 


Arizonans Choose 
Mississippian As 
Second V-P 


The Arizona Seuthern Baptist Con- 
‘vention, which met in Tucson 
November 16-18, elected Raymond 

ss m Wilson, pastor of 
Trinity Baptist 


A. B. Wilson who 
now live at Newton 
; and are members of 
Poplar Springs Church. 

Wilson, who is moderator of the Gila 
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One Day’s Giving Reaches Goal 
On one Sunday; East Moss Point and pastor A. J. Pace (right), traveled 
Baptist Church raised its Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Foreign Mis- 
sions goal of $2,200. 
December 5, the church in- Moss 
Point gave $2,205. Mrs. M. Blackwell, 
the church’s Woman's Missionary 
Union director, that this is 


ering. 
Eddie Moak (left) a church deacon 


Bus Outreach, Children’s Work 
Topics For Gulfport Workshop 


NASHVILLE — A Regional Bus _ children’s worship services at First 

Outreach/Children’s Worship Clinic _ Baptist Church. 
will be held Feb. 11-13 at First Baptist Earl Kelly, executive secretary - 
. treasurer of the MBCB will be the fea- 
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Editorials 


“Joy To The World” 


“He rules the world with truth and 
grace 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His rightousness 

And wonders of His love.” | 

These are the words of a verse of a 
favorite Christmas carol, and we sing 
them so much at Christmas we pay 
little attention to them. We never think 
about them the other 50 weeks of the 
year. 

The triumphant fact of the matter is, 
He does rule the world; and He does it 
with truth and grace. The sad com- 
ment is that so many do not realize He 
is their Lord and Master. He doesn’t 
force His Lordship on anyone. He has 
ruled the world, however, since it be- 
gan; for He created it. 

We Christians sometimes try to 
claim Him for just ourselves. Our atti- 
tudes would say He is our Lord and it’s 
too bad that He isn’t Lord of all. He is. 
There are lots of people who just don’t 
know it yet, and the reason they don’t 


know it is because it hasn't been ex- 
plained to them. 

Now that’s a simplification, but it’s a 
fact. 

And who is going to have to tell them 
if they are told? 

We are. 

,, Isn’t it sad that so many are missing 
so much that could be theirs 4s chil- 
dren of the King if they would only 
acknowledge the King as their father. 
It’s as if they were wandering around 
the world feeling they are orphans and 
thinking they have no Father, when all 
the time they do. 

We must tell them the good news. 
There’s nobody else to do it. Our 
brothers nad sisters they are, and they 
don’t even know our Father. 

They are sinners, and so are we. 
They can have their sins forgiven just 
as we did, but they must acknowledge 
themselves as children of the King. 
They have to realize that their Father, 


the King, stepped into the pages of his- ? 


tory, and that event became a dividing 
point in history. He not only came into 
the world, but He also took the 

for all the sins of the world for thase 
who would acknowledge Him as Lord. 

This is why we observe Christmas, 
or at least it is supposed to be. Thisis 
why we have a Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering—to go around the world try- 
ing to tell everyone about their Father. 
But the Lottie Moon Offering doesn’t 
do anything for our next doer 
neighbors. 

The Southern Baptist Convention 
has set before itself the task of telling 
everyone in the world before the end of 
the century. Let’s hurry. There are 
lots of them dying every day who have 
not heard yet. 

Let’s sing this Christmas with all our 
hearts: 

“*Joy to the world, the Lord is come; 

Let Earth receive her King. 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And Heaven and nature sing.”’ 


Taxation’s Knotty Problems 


This issue carries important infor- 
mation about the tax situation as it 
faces several churches in Jackson. 
Each city has its own tax structure, so 
there is no way a discussion could 
cover every city in the state. There is 
no attempt to say that the situation in 
Jackson is indicative of the entire 
state. 

In fact, this piece is simply to:call 
attention to the fact that taxes do exist, 
and they are necessary for police and 
Sometimes it is a complicated proce- 
dure to try to figure out an equitable 
system of taxation. 


a 
rN 


Marshall’s statement that ‘‘the power 
to tax is the power to destroy.” There- 
fore churches should not be taxed. 
Also, the eroding wall that still sepa- 
rates church and state might seem to 
establish the elimination of the church 
from the tax rolls. 


On the other hand, somebody is pay- 
ing for the fire protection and the 
police protection that the churches en- 
joy. 


This paper would not try to inter- 


Neither the article on Page 1 nor this 
piece is trying to provide an answer, 
We are simply calling attention to the 
problem. There is probably no one who 

completely acceptable 
to everyone. 


_While church members should exer. 
cise understanding in dealing with city 
tax people, the tax staffs also should be 
understanding as they deal with 
churches. Church are not usu- 
out large 

unexpectedly. If it is deter- 
mined that in some instances the 

owe some taxes that haven't 
been paid, the city may have to make 
some allowances in how it is to be 
handled. 


ally geared to paying 
amounts 


Check Your Goals 


This year is just about torunout. For 
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any number of goals that were estab- 
lished at the beginning of the year, and 
it might be too late to do 


: about some of them. In the matter of, 


finances, however, if we made a com- 
mitment at all, we are not likely to be 
far off the mark. 


There is definitely a thrill inhaving a 
part of the Lord’s work through help- 
ing to finance it. Let’s make it a good 
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Book 
Reviews 


TWELVE CHRISTMAS SERMONS 
by Charles H. Spurgeon: Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. ; paper ; 
138 pages; $1.95. 

These sermons were preached in the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle by Spur- 
geon. The book is a part of a series of 
Spurgeon sermons, for the most part, 
12 to the book. The topics for this book 
are “The First Christmas Carol,” “‘A 
Christmas Question,’ ‘No Room for 
Christ in the Inn” ‘Holy Word for 
Christmas,”’ “God Incarnate, the End 
of Fear,” ‘The Sages, the Star, and the 
Saviour,” “‘Joy Born at Bethlehem,” 
“God With Us,”’ ‘‘The Great Birth- 
day,” ‘‘Out of Egypt,” “ ‘He Shall Be 
Great,’ and ‘‘The Great Birthday 
and Our Coming of Age."” 


1,000 DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS by 
C. H. Spurgeon; Baker Book House; 
521 pages; $6.95. 

These are one paragraph devotions 
of varying lengths on the 1,000 sub- 
jects. There is no index, but the sub- 
jects are.presented in alphabetical or- 
der. Among the larger categories are 
53 entries concerning Christ, 45 on sin 
and sinners, 30 on prayer, and 28 on the 
church. In one, Spurgeon says, ‘‘Man 
is like a harp unstrung, and the music 
of his soul’s living strings is discor- 
dant, his whole nature wails with sor- 
row; but the son of David, that mighty 
harper, has come to restore the har- 
mony of humanity, and where his 
gracious fingers move among the 
strings, the touch of the fingers of an 
incarnate God brings forth music 
sweet as that of the spheres, and 
melody rich as a seraph’s canticle. 
Would God that all men felt that divine 
hand.” 


PSALMS by Charlies Haddon Spur- 
geon, edited by David Otis Fuller, 
Kregel Publications, Box 2607, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. ; 687 pages, $14.95. 

Verse by verse and psalm by psalm, 
the ‘‘prince of preachers’ ts 
on each of the 150 psalms. Dr. 
Lockyear said, ‘‘To my mind this 
standard work, C. H. ’s ‘The 
Treasury of David,’ which 
considered the masterpiece of his 
literary compositions, contains more 
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this new book she offers more to 
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unmarried, lives. iim 
deeply into the use of her four 
A’s — Accept, Admire, Adapt, Ap- 
preciate. 

NINETY SERMONS FOR CHIL- 


DREN 
Sutin Seties, enpar, OSS, SS be) 
Here are ninety stories from the 
written in a style that will be 
to children. In these 
pum In the pentoces tio vhetted ber 
come alive. The : He visited be- 
come real. His words speak ac 
ross the centuries. (Attractive 
rations are linoleum cuts by Frederick 
J: Ashby.) 
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- “He Shall Reign Forever And Ever” 


‘AND THE GOVERNMENT 

SHALL BE UPON Hi6 SHOULDER 

AND His NAME SHALL BE CALLED 

WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR, THE 

MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING den 

FATHER, THE PRINCE OF PEACE! 5 
ve SHAD 


I was born the year of the Wall Street 
Crash, but as the began for 
other people, I struck it rich. A week 
before my third Christmas the Pro- 
vider of Gifts sent me a priceless 
Christmas present. Uncle Homer 
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when her turn came to join the race; 
when Mama would remember the real 
reason for Christmas and reach for the 
Bible and say, “Emmett, it’s time for 
story,”’ 
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Faces And Places 


By Anne Washbern McWilliams 


season through eyes wide with won- 
der; when for the first time we went 
home for Christmas, knowing that 
Daddy’s chair would be empty; when 
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pany Ee. .Latest fi- 

ype Federal Home Loan 

Board reveal the cost of a new 

home today has passed $50,000. Just 10 

ago, the cost of a new 

was about $20,000; In 1971, itwas 

less than $28,000. . .With interest 

that new home costs well 

over — (News and Views, 
November 12, 1976) 
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Today's Youth 


Hymn-Playing Festivals 
Scheduled In January 


Piano practice for many aspiring 
young musicians in the state includes 


This program is unique, even among 
other state conventions, because of the 
wide variety of opportunities for ad- 
judication. Young people, grade one 
through high school may enter-the 
piano divisions, and high school stu- 
dents may enter the organ division. 


sight-reading, accompanying and 
classical selections. In all divisions, 
the major emphasis is on learning how 
to play hymns and accompanying 
group singing. Last year, more than 
750 young people participated in 14 dis- 
trict festivals, each one receiving in- 
dividual adjudication. 


te 
_ Prayer 


District festivals are scheduled in 
15 following locations in late January 
of 1977: January 27, 6:30 p.m. at First 
Baptist, New Albany; Colonial 
Heights, Jackson; , Laurel; 
Highland, Meridian; First Baptist, 
Eupora; January 28, 6:30 p.m. at First 
Baptist, Starkville; Thirty-eighth Av- 
enue, Hattiesburg; First Baptist, 
Marks; Tylertown Baptist, Tyler- 
town; East McComb, McComb; and 
Saturday, January 29, 9:00 a.m. at 
First Baptist, Vicksburg; First; 
Biloxi; Woodland Hills, Jackson; 
First, Greenville and Woodville 
Heights, Jackson. 
Festival handbooks have been 
mailed to participating teachers in the 
1976 festivals and church staff person- 


nel. Additional information may be ob- 


, P.O. Box 530, Jackson, 
MS 39205 


Registration for each of these 15 dis- 
trict festivals must be postmarked by 
January 14, 1977. No later registra- 
tions will be E 
aaa 


For The Lonely 


By Karen Brown 


g In my loneliness I seek thee, O Lord. Your voice whispers quietly to me 
as the wind whispers through the trees. The leaves have almost all fallen 


now, and yet beauty continues to grow all around me. You have 
-- surrounded me with fuzzy soft kittens and a loving . You have given 
me an unquenchable love for little things such as a bird’s nest, the beauty 


of a pine cone, or a small patch of moss with its coolness oozing between my 
bare toes. You have giveri me so much to be thankful for, but the loneliness 


for human 


persists. Therefore, my prayer is for the lonely, 


companionship 
dear God. Help them and me, as we continue to walk daily with thee. 


Jackson Medical Student Works As 
Medical Recep 


Good and bad, rich and poor, beauti- 
ful and ugly — that’s what John 
Strange, Jr., discovered as a Southern 


A senior at the University of Missis- 
sippi School of Medicine, Strange 
spent his summer at Bangalore Bap- 
tist tal. 

He worked under the supervision of 
the five Indian physicians and three 
staff pediatrician, Dr. Van Williams, 
is a 1969 graduate of the Mississippi 
medical school. 


cated’ about. modern medical care,”’ 
the Vicksburg native said. Strange’s 
parents are Mr. and Mrs. John.N. 
Strange. 

_ “They're accustomed to their gov- 
ernment hospitals,’’ hesaid, ‘‘where 
they may-have to bribe the nurses to 
get their medicine.” 

The country’s 600 million people are 
squeezed into a land half the size of the 
continental United States, and Banga- 
lore’s population is as much as the 
whole state of Mississippi. 


temples. 

Visibly different from the over- 
crowded city is Bangalore Baptist 
Hospital, which epened in 1973 and 
each year meets more people’s health 
care and needs. The modern 
granite structure with | 
gardens and lawn is on the city’s out- 
skirts, accessible to both city and 
country dwellers. 

“More people come to the 80-bed 
hospital each year because they hear 
about it from faimily or friends who’ve 

otten good medical. care there,” 
Strange said. “And the staff share the 
Gospel with every patient.” 


McDowell Road Choir Sings 


In A Dozen Florida Prisons — 


tor In Bangalore 


Anitq Bryue 
Munning 
‘tn 
iR< 


As a medical receptor, he made ~ 
Tunds and saw outpatients with med- 
ital staff members. During the after- 
toons, they worked in such specialty 
dinics as cardiology, obstetrics, 
sirgery, leprosy, vitiligo, diabetes, 
and well baby. 


ers, high blood pressure, diabetes, ’ ras 

t time though, to see leprosy, oa Bryant when husband Green 
Salaries Spybot sills Sena Present “Zack, Jr. urged her to join his daily jogging 
(on’t function properly.” Church of : 


But religious life in India is de- 
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Calvary Church, Oak Grove recently observed Senior Citizens Day. The Senior 
Citizens were honored after the morning worship service with a covered dish 
meal. The fellowship hall was decorated with pictures of those being honored 
with family tree paintings especially prepared by Mrs. Joyce Giles. Their favo- 
rite songs were sung, and their favorite verses from the Bible were read. 


“Names In 


The News 


Rev. Jack Moore has been cal- 
led as interim pastor of Oakhaven 
Church, Memphis. He is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Moore of 
Drew. He is married to the former 
Marcia West, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Y. Fortenberry of Drew. 
Rev. Moore is enrolled in the Mas- 
ter of program at Mid- 


Theology 
America Seminary in Memphis. 


Rev. John Moore, associate 


, igned to accept a position as Bap- 
tist Student Union director at 
L.S.U. - Alexandria in Alexan- 
dria, La. Moore, a graduate of 
Louisiana Tech University where 
he served as BSU president and a 
BSU summer missionary, is 
scheduled to graduate from New 
Orleans Seminary, December 17. 
He is married to the former Sha- 
ron Penny of Alexandria. 


if 


4 


First Church, Lauderdale, members 
celebrated the church's third birthday 
on November 21. The special setyice 
was one of thanksgiving, and of éedi- 
cation of choir robes, Baptist Hym- 
nals, and church library. The Rev. 
James Rawlings, former pastor, led 
the invocation. The Rev. Jerry Bishop 
pastor of the church, preached atthe 
morning service. Gospel singing was 
led by Tom Harrison, choir director 
Lunch was served at the church. 


First Church, Kesciuske, has 
adopted the largest budget in the 
church's history. The $207,219 budget 
includes $50,440 for missions. Central 
Hills Baptist Retreat in Attala County 
will receive $2,400 from the 1977 
budget. Rev. Ray Grissett is interim 
pastor. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Larry Cox, mis- 
sionaries to the Ivory Coast, are 
currently in language school (ad- 
dress: 3 Allee de~l’Etoile, 37300 
Joue-les-Tours, France). A native 
of Mississippi, he was born in 


Lexington. 


Ben Frank Birdsong was or- 
dained for the gospel ministry on 
December 1 by Calvary Church, 

a) Meridian. The 

. son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank 
Birdsong, he 
has been called 
as pastor of 


Sunday School Lesson: Life and Work For December 19 


The J oy Of Christ’s Coming 
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God. He is what God is like. Christmas 


Sunday School Lesson: International For December 19 


lebrated 


though the text does not refer to music, 
it is natural to assume that the 
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“The History of Richland Baptist 
Church,” written by Eugene |. Farr of 
Clinton, will be available for the De- 
cember 19 autograph party in Fellow- 
ship Hall of Richland Church, accord- 
ing to M. W. Steen, chairman, Histori- 
cal Committee. 


The ceremony will start at 2 p.m. 
and Dr. Farr will be available to au- 
tograph personal copies until 4 p.m. 


H’Burg Church 
To Present Live 
Nativity Scene 


Ridgecrest Church, Hattiesburg, 
will present a live nativity scene in 
front of the church at 1931 Edwards 
Street, December 21, 22, and 23 (from 6 
to8 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday nights 
and 6 to 7 and 8 to 9 Wednesday. ) 

There will be a two-minute blackout 
every thirty minutes for change of 
characters. Odell Tebo is the Ridge- 


crest pastor. 


Devotional 


“Friends of the church are invited to 
attend, and refreshments will be 
served,"’ Steen adds. 


The Church Historical Committee 
will serve as hosts. Members of the 
committee are: Mrs. Zenith Lewis, 
Mrs. Helen Evans, M. W. Steen, 
Chairman. W. W. Pearson, I. Jay 
Broome, and Mrs. Jewel Hannon. Paul 
Williamson is pastor. 


Revival Results 


First, Hazlehurst: 35 professions 
of faith; 15 new members by baptism; 
one new member by transfer of letter ; 
10 rededications, 40 itments of 
young people to the will of God for their 
lives; George E. Meadows, pastor. 


Sunshine (Rankin): Dr. Jerry 
Mixon of Petal, evangelist; the 
Richard Miller Family, music 
evangelists; Rev. Mike Willoughby, 
pastor; Tommy Smith, music minis- 
ter; 11 professions of faith; five addi- 
tions by letter; many rededications. 


“Which Way, Lord?” 


By Jasper Collins, Pastor, Bovina Mission, Vicksburg 
We need to take an ‘“‘Outward Look.” 


In John 4:31-37, Jesus teaches us that multitudes out there have spiritual 
needs. Jesus likened them unto a “FIELD, WHITE UNTO HARVEST.” This 


scripture should 


“Harvest Time?” 


motivate men to “LOOK OUTWARD.” 
The following figures were gleaned 

BAPTIST CONVENTION ANNUAL” of 1975. 
Mississippi has 1,089 churches with a total membership of 

© 580,000 people on church rolls. Of these churches, 312 did not 

‘report one baptism in their associational letters. These 


from the “‘MISSISSIPPI 


Most of us, at one time or another have resolved to be more busy about the 
business of being a Soul Winning Witness. With the time fast approaching when 
millions will resolve one thing or another on New Year's Day, may I say wedo not 


need new resolutions as badly as we need to ones we have already made. 
Do we stand piously gazing into heaven all day and miss the poor 
sinner down here where it's Do we use our religious zeal to bow 


and fail to look up and “‘ 


ps freee age ray dag lead oben mented 


slack we create by being 
& 


means that our search for God is at an 


I thought this was the week for a 


acrostic of Christmas, and I also wrote 
a New Year’s column. When I took the 
Christmas one to the office, I found 
that next week is the Christmas issue. 


So, back home to write another one 
in-a burry for this week, I decided to 
write on “Things I Den’t Like About 
Christmas”, based on the acrostic, 
thinking it would be as of a snap 
as writing about things I like. : 


I thought and thought, and asked 
James to think and think. Here are the 
few I came up with. 


Commercialization, comic cards. 

Harried feelings from planning too 
many extras. 

Raunchy behavior, returning gifts to 
stores. 

Intelligent people doing dumb~~ 
things, like getting themselves under 
the influence of alcohol. 


Jamuary. 

Teasing little children to be good so 
Santa’ll come, traditions that bind too 
tightly. 

Missing far-away folks. 

Answering questions about gifts 
suggestions which are totally ignored. 

Sending a card to someone just be- 
cause he sent one to you. 


After James looked them over, he 
laughed and said, ‘‘I'm not even sure I 
don’t like those things, I know I 
don’t like use of alcohol and I don’t like 
missing folks who are far away.”’ I ag- 
reed. 
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Memories of a kind of Christmas almost gone tell us that being with our church family whether on 2 sieigh ride or just a short visit to their homes, is 
a necessary part of our responsibility of imparting the Christmas spirit to those we love. 


| Season’s Gr 
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NASHVILLE (BP) — The largest 

unday gain.in 21 
years and significant increases in total 
recipients and mission expenditures 
dominate the 1976 statistical picture 
for the Southern Baptist Convention, 
according to preliminary estimates 
compiled by the research services de- 
partment of the Southern Baptist Sun- 
day School Board. 

Projections also indicate slight in- 
ereases in church membership and 
WMU, Brotherhood and church music 
enrollments. 


The only decreases predicted for 

1976 are in baptisms and Church Train- 
jing enrollment, ing to reports 

teceived from more than 26,000 South- 
ern Baptist churches. 

The final official report will be re- 
leased in February 1977, according to 
Martin B. Bradley, manager of the 
Sunday School Board’s research ser- 
vices department. Approximately 

to 
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rollment has increased, and the addi- 
tional 189,320 members over last year 
makes the enrollment gain the highest 
since 1955. 

A. V. Washburn, secretary of the 
Sunday School department of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board personal gratifica- 


tion over the 2.6 percent increase, . 


which he said represented “‘a growing 
and de- 


strument™for church outreach,”’ 
Washburn said. “Approximately 1,700 
churches have conducted an ACTION 


Volume C, Number 45 


Sunday’ School Tops 1976 


> Southern Baptist Projection 


campaign and the increases in these 


Southern Baptist Schools 


NASHVILLE (BP) — Seventy-one 
Southern 


Prosecutor Appeals Decision 
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In Baptist Missionary’s Trial 


TAEJON, Korea (BP) — 
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Thursday, December 23, 1976 


Carter Gets Prayer Resolutions 
From 16 State Baptist Meetings 


If the majority of Southern Baptists, 
meeting in recently completed annual 
state conventions across the U.S., ag- 
reed on any one thing — it was to pray 
for their fellow Southern Baptist, 
President-elect Jimmy Carter. 

Of the 33 state-level Southern Bap- 
tist annual meetings, 16 voted to pray 
specifically for Carter and other 
elected leaders, two resolved to pray 
for all elected leaders without men- 
tioning the President-elect by name, 


and five has completed annual ses- 
sions before his Nov. 2 victory over 
President Gerald Ford. That left 10 
which, according to reports, made no 
specific mention of praying for the’ 
former Georgia governor after his 
election. . 

Other state convention actions not 
previously reported include: 

Florida — commended the Plains 
church and elected Barney Burks, Jr., 
Mayor of Pensacola, president. 


Va. . Baptists Commend Churches 


Recognizing Women Ministers 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. (BP) — Vir- 
ginia Baptists, meeting here in their 
statewide annual meeting, com- 
mended Virginia churches which have 
set aside sex role discrimination and 
have given official recognition to 
women as ordained ministers and 
deacons. 

Elected “messengers” to the Vir- 
ginia Baptist General Association also 
elected an Arlington, Va., lawyer as 
president and a pastor’s wife as second 
vice president, and voted a record 
budget of $7,250,000. 

In what was described as a smooth 
convention, messengers approved re- 
ports of standing committees, almost 
without debate. But the report on the 
service of women, which, like the 
others, came as a commendation, 
rather than a recommendation, drew 
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dom and rights, may well be the work 
of the Holy Spirit in our time,’’ the 
commendation said. ‘The challenge to 
Southern Baptist churches, where 
women comprise an estimated 50 per- 
cent of church membership, is acute 
now that women seek official recogni- 
tion as deacons or deaconesses and as 
ordained ministers. 


“Many women, whose training in 
our seminaries equips them for posi- 
tions of leadership previously held 
exclusively by men, have a deep per- 
sonal sense of calling as well as an 
ethical concern for the liberation 
which Christ offers,’ said the com- 
mendation, which praised churches 
. who have set aside traditional patterns 
and have ‘given official recognition to 
women as ordained ministers and. . 
(provided) opportunities for 
employment of women as pastors.” 


It said a survey of Virginia 
churches, which number about 1,500, 
drew 422 responses and indicated that 
‘large numbers of women are serving 


dent, and Mrs. Walter Bradley, wife of 


the pastor of Haymarket (Va.) Baptist 
See Senet es ee 


Missouri Baptists Debate Liberty, 


Louisiana — resolved to pray for 
Carter and voiced concern ov 
croachments by government into Bap- 
tist life. 

Tennessee — resolved to pray for 
Carter and decried Christian move- 
ments that drain from local church re- 
sources while ignoring the churches. 

California — resolved t® pray for 
Carter and referred a ly-worded 
resolution on abortion to conven- 
tion’s denominational relations com- 
mittee for further study. 

Arizona, — asked itS executive 
secretary-treasurer Roy Sutton tocon- 
tinue in his post and not retire before 
the convention’s 50th anniversary in 
1978. 

South Carolina — commended-the 
Plains church:and urged Baptist Col- 
Tege at Charleston to proceed with an- 
nounced plans to build a chapel and 
religion building not financed by fed- 
eral funds, and passed a resolution op- 
posing use-of tax dollars tte 
transcendental meditation in public 
schools. The action on the college grew 
out of a situation in which federal offi- 
cials called for ending of sectarian 
teaching and worship in facilities of 
the college funded by federal loans. 

Arkansas — passed a resolution 
aimed at eliminating seating of mes- 
sengers from churches which practice 
alien immersion and voted down a 
proposal to build a $3.65: million 
office-parking building. A spokesman 
said the resolution was aimed at 
churches which accept baptisms frem 


Medical. ; 


(Continued from page 1) 


least three or four missionary doctors 
and as many national doctors are 
needed, according to Harold Hurst, the 


~ board’s associate medical consultant. 


Both Hurst and Hughey along with Dr. 
Franklin T. Fowler, the board’s medi- 
cal consultant, participated in the 


meeting. : 

Hurst said currently there is only 
one missionary doctor in Gaza and 
that volunteers are being sought to 
serve there for the coming year until 
more medical missionaries are ap- 
pointed. The Yemen hospital is also in 
need of medical personnel, specifi- 
cally surgeons. Hospitals in Jordan 
and India are presently more 
adequately staffed. = 

As for spiritual effectiveness, the 
major areas of examination will be 
‘‘witness, response and relation- 
ships.” : 

Witness deals with such things as ac- 
tual opportunities taken by the hospi- 
tal staff to share their faith through 
chapel services, one-to-one witnessing 
and small in-hospital Bible studies. 

Response deals with such things as 
changing attitudes of people toward 
Christianity, the. beginning...of 
churches and the number of baptisms. 

Relationships to. be evaluated are 
the hospital to ofher-medical work in 
the country, to other missionary work 
in the country and to governments. 
Special attention will be given to the 
relationship of the hospital to the gov- 
ernment as it facilitates freedom for 
other Baptist work. Medical work in 
the Middle East is often the only kind 
of witness allowed. “UY 

The appointment of fully-trained 
hospital chaplains was of concern 

i . Insome cases the 


among participants 
chaplain’s duties would involve teach-’ 


(Continued on page 3) 


S. S. Tops 1976 Projections 


(Continued from page 1) 
indicate an increase of 1.4 
1975, with a predicted total of 12,913. 
members. Last year’s figure was 
12,735,663. 

Baptisms, however, dropped below 
400,000 for the first time in five years, 
with reports mempey | yg erres 
388,486 baptisms in 1976. Last year 


tions. Ongoing enrollment 14 
percent to 1,859,171, which is 26, 

than the 1975 total. Figures are not av- 
ailable for the number of people in- 


volved in New Member Training, 


additional persons involved in short- 
term mission projects 


projected ongoing 
enrollment for 1976 is 1,375,268, which 
is 20,324 more than the 1975 total. 


Meet Jointly With National Baptists 
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or which gives government the power 
to monitor courses or to take other ac- 
tions to impose a secular standard of 


But the messengers adopted a mo- 
tion empowering its executive board to 
issue court suits in certain areas of re- 
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Toronto, Ont. (RNS) — A war on 
pornography has been launched by 
Archbishop Philip Pocock of Toronto, 
who urged Roman Catholics to boycott 
publications, theaters and places of 
business ‘‘which e the por- 
nographic.”’ Head of Canada’s largest 
English-speaking diocese, which has 


approximately 1 million Catholies, the 


archbishop published a paid adver- 
tisement in all three Toronto news- 
papers. Called an ‘‘Open Letter of 
Concern,” it denounced pornography 
as “gravely wrong” and urged all 
people, especially Catholics, to protest 
to theaters, neighborhood stores and 
politicians at every level of govern- 
ment. 


Philadelphia (RNS) — With the, 
permission of the U. S. govérnmenit, 
the-American Friends Service Com- 
mittee (AFSC) has become the first 
private U.S. organization to ship 

‘humanitarian aid to Democratic 

ampucha (formerly Cambodia) 
since the Communist takeover there in 
1975. The Quaker agency has sent 
more than one ton of medicines, val- 
ued at $12,000, to the Southeast Asian 
country to help alleviate a shortage of 
anti-malarial drugs. 


New York (RNS) — Followers of the 
Rev. Sun Myung Moon plan to publish 
a daily newspaper in New York City. 


* Staff recruitment is now going on, and 


news agencies have been contacted 
about providing service. To be called 
The News World, the newspaper will 
be a complete secular daily, not a re- 
ligious publication. 


Dublin (RNS) — More than 1,000 
Protestants and Roman Catholics 
from both sides of the border joined 
hands and embraced on a new bridge 
over the River Boyne in Drogheda, 
about 30 miles north of here, in an ap- 
peal for peace in Northern Ireland. 


Washington, D. C. (RNS) — As its - 


part in attempting to correct the prob- 
lem of dishonesty in America, the Re- 
ligious Heritage of America is launch- 
ing the first in a series of three - year 
programs which will involve business, 


Plains, Ga. (RNS) — President- 
elect Jimmy Carter told fellow mem- 
bers of the men’s Bible class at his 
church here that he would like to teach 
a Sunday school class in Washington, 
D.C. “I really would like to teach,” he 
said, ‘‘but it’s getting to be such a news 
event that it’s difficult.” Mr. Carter 
also said that he does not plan to invite 
clergy to preach in the White House, as 
did former President Richard Nixon. 
Rather, he indicated, he would like to 
attend Baptist services as ‘“‘much 
humanly possible.” P 


Washington (BP)—In a brief, un- 
signed order, the U. S. Supreme Court 
let statid a ruling by the Missouri Sup- 
reme Court that a tuition grant pro- 
gram for the state’s college students 
passes First Amefidment require- 
ments. The 8-1 action of the high court, 
with only Justice William J. Brennan 
voting to hear the-case, means that 
more than 10,000 Missouri students 
will continue to receive state funds for 
use at the educational institutions of 
their choice. 


Nashville (RNS) — A new report on 
independent higher education and 
public policy, prepared by a broad- 
based United Methodist commission, 
has concluded that government can 
develop programs to aid church - re- 
lated institutions without violating the 
First Amendment to the Constitution. 
The United Methodist commission 


Mississippi Baptist Sunday 
Schools Show 11,303 Gain 


according to Rev. Bryant 


The Schools of Mississippi Baptist Churches show a net enrolment gain of 11,303 ‘1975-76 year, 
Board. These figures are church letters. Total 396,313. 
Associations indicating a candi en aetcnnid tder: » 

Gain Gain 

or 

Less = Ass'n. Lees = Ass'n. 

+ 4 Jeff Davis + 14 Perry 

+ 473 Jones ~169 Pike 

1 Latapette = 38 Prenton 

+205 Lamar - 9% 

+195 Lauderdale 

ae — 


- 


ee 
aS 


puusasetaasiusciart 


, 


Christmas Comes Here! To Ocean Springs!" 


By Paul D. Aultman 

Night had come! To Ocean Springs! 
Yet no differerit than the innumerable 
nights before. Across the brifige, the 
bay, beyond Biloxi, the sun began to 
sink. Like a great glob of gold, lower 
and lower it sank until the whole west- 
ern sky was tinged with a golden glow. 
Then it all began to change rapidly— 
red and yellow and crimson and all 
manner of sunset hues. The Master 
Painter was at work! Quickly and 
skillfully with great sweeping strokes 
of His brush He painted the horizon un- 
til it seemed that the whole earth was 
gilt-edged with glory. And then night 
came! 

The sky which had been filled with 
color became streaked with grav >: 
after that came the dark. Gentle 
breezes whipped and skipped threugh 
the streets. Old oaks stately and re- 
splendent in their cloak of green stir- 
red restlessly as their branches were 

- shaken by the wind. Here and there 
lights came on in the houses. In the 
heavens above those ageless stars 
appear—Orion and Pleiades—and to 
the unheard music of the spheres 
commenced their journey across the 
sky. In the East the full moon glowed 
like a huge white cameo tinged with 
yellow gold on the sky’s full bosom, 
seeming to be pinned there with star 
clusters. Night had come to Ocean 
Springs. 


At the First Baptist Church a group 
of young people were preparing to go 
carolling. As if in preparation for their 
performance the chimes from the lofty 
steeple had heralded across the town 
the good tidings about which the youth 
would sing. As they piled into their 
cars down the street came a young 
boy. He walked on crutches. ‘‘Wait for 
me,” he called. ‘Oh, let's go,” insisted 
a young girl. ‘‘We don’t have room 
and, besides, he can’t be getting in and 
out. He will foul up everything!’’ So 
with a shout and screech of tires the 
group was on its way. The crippled 
lad made his way to the steps of the 
church where he sat down dejectedly. 
He so very much wanted to go. 

Not far away in a bar in town a man 
lurched up to the counter and asked for 
more drink. Problems and pressures 
were of such that he could only lose 
himself to liquor. ‘‘What’s the use?”’ he 

* mumbled to himself. ‘Who cares?” 
and the owner of the liquor store only 
smiled greedily as he took his money. 


In a very elité and fashionable sec- 
tion of town where lived some of those 
who, judged by the world’s standards, 


watch and hastened to the door to 
wer its ring. 


Instead of the invited guests there 
stood a man shabbily dressed. ‘‘Could 


you take my child to the hospital? My 
car is broken down and my baby is 
sick. Would you help me?”’ Guests 
were expected at any moment. Why on 
earth did this happen now? 

Across town and at its edge was a 
little old frame shack. The people who 
lived there were poor. Could there, 
would there be any Christmas for 
three little chubby-cheeked tykes now 
tucked between faded and patched 
blankets? Torn between desire to do 
for little ones not yet experienced in 
life’s hardness and the fact of no 
money,the mother stirred restlessly 
about the house. A miracle? Yes, only 
a miracle would bring Christmas to 
these. 7 


Not-only to these but to multitudes 
came this night! and how it came! 
Those ‘watching television looked and 
listened as the announcer broke in with 
a news release—‘‘Don’t be afraid! For 
I am here. with good news for you, 
which will being great joy to all the 
people. This very night in David's town 
your Savior was born—Christ the 
Lord.’’ Across the air waves was 
wafted by radio the same news. 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven! 
And peace on earth to men with whom 
he is pleased!"’ As if caught up by the 
hand of a moving breeze a spirit which 
entered the captivated hearts moved 
like a shadow across the town. 


There was a sudden squeal of brakes 
and the car carrying the youthful car- 
rolers came to a halt! ‘‘We have rcom 
for Sam. Why, he has the best voice of 
all. What made us ever think of leaving 
him behind?” So back to the church 
sped the group, and then with great 
exuberance they set forth to sound the 
gladsome news—with Sam singing 


louder and better than all. All felt—oh, . 


So good! 


The man lifted the glass to his lips 
and in so doing caught a glimpse of him- 
self reflected from the liquid! “God,” 
he said, “if you can help me I trust you 
todoso now.” With that he set the glass 
down and ped out into the brisk 
and refreshing night air with a deter- 
mined set to his jaw! Deep inside he 
knew there was help, and he was on his 
way to claim it. 


The couple who had planned for 
weeks for this night looked at one 
. “*... to you is born a Savior,” 

they 
vision. ‘‘My car is out in the back,” 
said the man as he began taking his 
coat out of the closet. “And here take 
this,” said he as he tucked into the 
’ father’s shirt pocket a folded bill with 
double numbers on it. “It will help with 
the medicine.’ His wife lovingly 


Palestine Church Near Raymond Burns 


the man announce on tele- ~~ 


+ 


baskets of food, and there were toys. 
“Oh God,’} inwardly said the woman 
as tears of gratitude trickled from her 
eyes. ‘‘This is the miracle.”’ 

And all over Ocean Springs there 
was the hush and wonder of a night of 
miracles. For this was Christmas 


¥ 


‘ 


night—marking the birth and gift of 
God’s best—Jesus Christ# Here and 
there-as people meditated on the night 
some tears stole down cheeks which 
had long been strangers to them. 
Thoughts of innocence and childhood 
happiness came back to those whose 


This Tree Makes Music 


The choir at Main Street Baptist’ Singing Christmas Tree, Dec. 12. The 
Church, Hattiesburg, accompanied by musical performance was directed by 
its 35 piece orchestra, presented a music minister Bob Jones. 


Church’s $2 Million Gift 
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hearts had long been hardetied in life. 
Many a heart grew soft with the recol- 
lection of yesterday and how God loved 
them, and from many a breast came a 
sigh which was dangerously near to a 
prayer. Forgotten by all save children 
were the trinkets and trivials. All knew 


Medical. . . 


(Continued from page 2) 


ing, counseling and pastoral work. At 
present, in the four hospitals, there are 
no professionally trained chaplains. 


In the field of professional com- 
petency, the specialized training of 
doctors and other medical personnel is 
a specific item for evaluation. A major 
concern expressed was for the oppor- 
tunity of missionary doctors and other 
medical personnel to upgrade and up- 
date their training. Audio tapes and 
seminars on the field and furlough 
training were among the suggestions. 

The participants also discussed the 
need to update medic, equipment, 
such as laboratories, X-ray and other 
special facilities. _ 

“Available medical knowledge in- 
creases nearly 100 percent every five 
years,’’ Hurst stated. “This was of 
great concern to professionals at the 
conference, especially missionary 
nurse and one administrator from 
each of the four hospitals were pre- 
sent. 


Administrative and financial effi- 
ciency deals, among other things, with 
the cost and operation of the hospital. 
“The Foreign Mission Board subsidy 
to hospitals ranges from $1,000 to 
$4,000 per occupied bed per year,” 
Hughey said. ‘‘This difference 
suggests that some evaluation is in or- 
der ” 


Plan Now For 
1977 Pastors’ 
Conference 


NEW ORLEANS — Several main 
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that Emmanuel had come! God was 


ith us! 
bir het In Ocean Springs? Yes, here 
in Ocean Springs! I know—I 
believe«-won't you? 

Paul D. Aultman is pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Ocean Springs. 


Clark Sets Date 
For Retirement 


As HMB Chaplain 


William L. Clark, director of the Di- 
vision of Chaplaincy of the Home Mis- 
sion Board, has announced his retire- 

ment from that post 
for Dec. 31. 

Clark is a native 
of ‘the Hattiesburg 
area and plans to 
make his retire- 
ment home there. 
Retirement, will be 
busy, however, as 
Clark plans to use 
the facilities he 

owns on several acres in Petal to raise 
horses. 


The chaplain went to the Home Mis- 
sion Board in 1970 after a career as an 
Air Force chaplain. On retirement 
from the Air Force, Clark held the 
rank of brigadier general and was de- 
puty chief of chaplains. He spent 25 
years as an Air Force chaplain. 


At the Home Mission Board he was 
made associate director of the Divi- 


military affairs in 1970. In 1975 he be- 
came director of the division. 


Clark attended Pearl River Junior 
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The “Real” Meaning 


“For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.’’ 

Jesus Himself in this statement 
explained the ‘‘real meaning of 
Christmas.”’ 


This is a phrase that is heard often— 

‘the real meaning of Christmas.’’ 
. That is it. God so loved the world that 

He gave to it the Messiah, whose birth- 

day we observe at Christmastime. 

When it is boiled down to its essence, 
the real meaning of Christmas is love, 
and specifically, the love of God, 

God gave a gift of love in giving His 
Son. We observe this occasion by giv- 
ing gifts also, but they are not always 
motivated by love. Some are motivat- 


The ‘‘Whale”’ is coming back to Mis- 
sissippi television. During the week 
following Christmas the 30-minute 
movie, “The Whale that Came to Mis- 
sissippi,”’ will be shown on seven tele- 
vision stations in the state. 

This is a movie concerning the ef- 
forts and the impact of Baptists in Mis- 
sissippi. It is a product of the Missis- 
sippi Baptist Convention, and it was 
well done by the Southern Baptist 
Radio and.Television Commission. 

The movie was first shown at the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention in 1975. 
Then it was shown on television last 


ed by self interest. 

Of course, a great deal of giving is 
occasioned by love; and it is not all as 
exorbitant as some would seek to de- 
clare. Many times family members 
simply wait until Christmas to give 
items that have been needed for some- 
time. ; 

We violate the spirit of Christmas 
when we fail to impart to the world the 
love that was the reason for the birth of 
Christ. The Father simply desired to 
establish the conditions whereby the 
ld would not perish. He gave His 

ift of love. 

When we accept that gift through 
faith we come under the obligation to 
pass it on to others. It is the same gift 
given almost 2,000 years ago. Now it is 
ours to give to others. 


Christmas and had a pronounced im- 
pact. It has been shown in churches 
throughout the state during the year 
and now has gone back to seven televi- 
sion stations for statewide viewing 
again. 

It is an interesting movie about Mis- 
sissippi Baptists. It imparts the mes- 
sage, however, that anyone who fails 
to recognize change and adjust to it 
might get mired in the mud and miss 
the opportunity for continued minis- 


The times and stations for the view- 
ing are listed here. Be on the lookout 


What a time of witnessing Christmas 
is. The whole world has a big holiday, 
and a great number of people ex- 
change a fantastic amount of gifts be- 
cause of the birth of Christ. We get 
caught up in all the activity, and we 
always will. There is no reason to feel 
there will ever be a difference. 

Along with the gifts we pass on to 
others, however, we can also somehow 
manage to pass along the love of God. 
Christmas and the New Year can be a 
time of renewed emphasis on wit- 
nessing, both with finances and testi- 
mony. 

We will help to spread the real mean- 
ing of Christmas. We will be telling the 
world and our neighbors of God’s love. 

Merry Christmas, and a happy New 
Year. 


The “Whale” Is Back 


for it, and tell your neighbors. 

Dec. 28 (Tuesday) WCBI, Channel 4, 
Columbus, 8:30 p.m. and WABG, 
Channel 6, Greenwood, 7:30p.m.; Dec. 
29 (Wednesday) WDAM, Channel 7, 
Hattiesburg, 7 p.m.; Dec. 30, (Thurs- 
day) WLOX, Channel 13, Biloxi, 7:30 
p.m., WAPT, Channel 16, Jackson, 
7:30 p.m., WHTV, Channel 24, Meri- 
dian, 7 p.m., and WTWV, Channel 9, 
Tupelo, 7 p.m. or Dec. 31 (Friday) 7:30 
p.m. The Wednesday time for-Hatties- 
burg was the only time available. 

You may have seen it once. It bears 


‘seeing again. 


Farewell Again 


“Joseph 


I believe that Joseph was one of the 
great men of faith in the Bible. We owe 
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The ladies did whatever they da to 
takeza store-bought shirt and fix it up 
with decals and embroidery to be 
highly attractive. It’s so pretty he 
might not even wear it. 


Be that as it may, we have said 


cord, and his friendship was one to be 
treasured. It was a very enjoyable re; 
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lationship, and we shall miss him. 


He successor has already moved 


the state. :* 
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Book 


_Reviews ~- 


THINK MINK! by Mary C. Crowley 
(Fleming Revell, $4.95, 128 pp.) The 
amazing true story of how one woman 
rose from obscurity to become head of 
Home Interiors and Gifts, Inc., a na- 
tional concern based in Dallas, with an 
annual sales of over 100 million dol- 
lars. Mary Crowley triumphed. over 
poverty,.a broken marriage,..and 

undiminished. 


overcome life’s setbacks and to reach 
for higher goals. 


TWELFTH MAN IN THE HUDDLE 
by Dave Diles (Word Books, $6.95, 187 
pp.) A veteran sportscaster has cap- 
tured in this volume some of the glory, 
agony, joy, and frustration of profes- 
sional players who know Jesus Christ 
as Savior. Each chapter centers on the 
life of a particular man — his conver- 
sion, his home life, his struggles on thé 
_ and the temptations which he 
aces. 


For when we came where lies the child 
We lost in other years, 
There above the little grave 
O there above the little grave 
We kiss’d again with tears. 
—Tennyson 


Once or twice a year, usually for a 
family funeral or a wedding, W. D. and 
I visit Corinth Church near Magee. 
Many of his relatives live in that com- 
munity and go to that church, and his 
mother’s and father’s graves are in 
that churchyard. 

Two faces I see at Corinth are 
especially dear to me. Aunt Kate 
and Uncle William McWilliams 
have been happily married at least 66 
years—he’s 88, I think, and she’s 
around 85. She and Mama Mc were sis- 
ters and he and Pop were brothers. 

If Christmas at their place this year 
is as usual, their little house down the 
road from the church will be overflow- 
ing with most of their five sons and 
three daughters and dozens of grand- 
children and great-grandchildren. She 
will have a table loaded with holiday 


goodies and the children will be com- . 


ing in at all hours of day and night help- 


ing themselves. There will be lots of 
jollity and and hugging — the 
is | of a McWil- 


and scientism one’s faith often goes 
as far as his mind—as his under- 
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Time of Gladness 


"WHEN THEY SAW THE STAR, THEY REJOICED © 


EXCEEDING GREAT JOY “ ‘— 


Faces And Places 


By Anne Washburn McWilliams 


Though Aunt Kate is always smiling 
and her cheeks are creased with 
laughter lines, she has had some times 
of sorrow. I have heard her tell about 
her.saddest Christmas. Trouble came 
to her house on Christmas Eve of 1923, 
when her first little boy was three. 

Early in the morning she was busy 
baking and then icing a chocolate 
cake, when the boy kept begging her 
for a slice. She wouldn’t cut the cake, 
but told him it was for Christmas com- 
pany and he could have a piece ‘‘to- 
morrow.” 


Later he came to find her in the kit- 
chen. 

“Hot; Mama. Hurt.” 

She thought he looked pale, so she 
put him to bed. Within a few hours he 
was so sick she sent for the doctor. 
Night came and with shaking fingers 
she lighted a lamp. Through the night 
they fought for the boy’s life, but he 
died before dawn. (Later the doctor 
told them he believed it had been 


Indications of the kind of father 
Joseph was can be found in the lives of 
of his own children. There were 
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fingerprints — a tiny boy’s chocolate 
fingerprints. 
In her regf&t that she had not cut the 


cake for him, she resolved that she 
would always let her children help in 


. the preparations for Christmas and 


that it would be a time of sharing joy 
together. As long as I have known her, 
it seems to me that has been so. 


Isn’t it wonderful that one of the 
reasons for Christmas is that Jesus 
came to the world to bring comfort to 
those who know grief? 

At Morrison Heights Church last 
Sunday, my pastor, Brother Charles 
Gentry, read to us Matthew 1:18-25, a 
passage in which he found ‘The Core 
of Christmas.’’ 

He said Jesus came ‘“‘to convict of 
true need, to confront humanity with 
true life, and to bring comfort in the 


Let us ask God to give us a proper 
perspective of time this Christmas 
season, and to guide us in using correct 
proportions of it for our Lord, our fam- 
ily, our friends, and ourselves. 

Let us take time to contemplate 


Christmas 


Joseph was a good father. It is not 
farfetched to believe that Jesus 


been a different type of man. 
means of that birth, 


‘ 
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By Airmail Or By Tradewinds, The Christmas Spirit Finds Africa 


By Catherine Allen 


Does it come by airmail? Or does it waft in vie 
tradewinds with price inflated and style dated? Maybe 
it is secretly packed away in a shipping crate behind a 
four - year supply of jeans and tennis shoes in assorted 
sizes. 


Somehow the Christmas spirit finds its way to East- 
ern and Southern Africa. Missionary families who have 
a foot on each side of the Atlantic indulge ima tiny dose of 
nostalgia while living in cultures much closer kin to 
Bethlehem than to the USA. 


Just before Thanksgiving, Christmas cards begin to 
arrive — from last year. A missionary in Kenya pays 50 
cents postage due to bail a battered greeting out of boat 
mail. 


In Ethiopia a missionary homemaker sends her pre- 
schoolers outside while she selects a few toys from the 
supply secretly freighted from home after furlough two 
years ago. Of course the children stumbled into the 
hoards some time ago, but maybe they won’t re- 
memiber: . 


Missionaries from Angola, like refugees, wonder 
whether to buy Christmas decorations to replace the 


ones left behind. “No, we’ll be traveling. Decorations 
would be pointless.” Happy to be safe together, they 
maneuver to be in the right place at the right time to 
return to their work. 


In the dripping heat of Dar es Salaam, an angel stares 
incongrously from a*Christmas card in a shop window. 
“‘We don’t send cards, but we do try to send a letter to 
our friends in the states during the Week of Prayer for 
Foreign Missions. Sometimes a letter helps them to 
know how to pray for our witness here,” explains the 
missionary from behind sunglasses. 

In Rhodesia the Sanyati School Choir sings the “Hal- 
lelujah Chorus” above the hum of swarming termites. 
They sing rousingly without benefif‘of organ, piano, or 
orchestra. They have learned the whole composition by 
rote from cassette tape. Even the director cannot read 
music. ‘Handel would be proud,”’ says a missionary 
with eyes glistening. ‘Handel wouldn't believe it,” says 
another. 


Glittering street decorations in Salisbury ,,.Rhodesia, , 


proclaim the advent of Christmas well before De- 
cember. Missionaries in sleeveless polyesters.and 
white shoes talk of taking their children to see the beaut- 
iful lights. 

Acres of toys and tinsel crowd the superstores of 


Johannesburg. Missionaries from other countries 
snatch moments from business trips for Christmas 
shopping. Cheese, tissue, grape juice, tape, jeans. , 

A husband dips into a small nestegg and drives a hard 
bargain for a fine necklace of African stone. He had seen 
hisavife eyeing it. ‘I've never bought her a single nice 
present, and after all these years she deserves it,"’ he 
explains. is 

Women plan holiday menus with ingenuity. Sweets 
without sugar in Ethiopia. Cakes without refined flour 
in Zambia. Wildebeest roast in Tanzania. Warthog or 
rabbit in Rhodesia. Gazelle in Botswana, with maybe a 
side dish of zebra. Turkey is unheard of. Ham is beyond 
price. Beef is scarce. 

In capital cities the international community talks of 
Christmas potlucks and invites missionaries to pitch in. 

In Kenya a woman harvests huge branches of poinset- 
tia from the yard to make a centerpiece for church. 

A missionary daddy negotiates with the customs 
agent to redeem a Christmas box from grandparents. 
“Sure it costs, but it’s worth it for the children to know 
Grandma remembered.” 

Where shopping is possible, shopping is done with a 
check from relatives who have no idea how much the 
children have grown. 

December is dawning, hot, green, steamy, raining. 


‘4 

The newspapers spread rumors of war; the daily Bible 
reading talks about peace on earth. The grapevine is 
ripe with tales of terror; the magazines from home talk 
of ‘Good News of a Great Joy.” It is time for the Week of 
Prayer for Foreign Missions and the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. 

Missionaries immersed in Africa bow their heads and 
pray for fellow-workers. They pray for churches in the 
United States who are making crucial decisions about 
mission support. 

Then, with selfless awareness of a task greater than 
their own, they add their own substance into the widen- 
ing streant known gs the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer- 
ing. Some participate along with their struggling new 
churches. Some send a check to the home church. Some 
pool resources with others in their mission and send 
astounding amounts to the home office in Richmond. 
Children collect their coins until they meet other MKs at 
amen meeting, when the offering will be officially 
taken. 

After a luxurious moment on the giving end, they 
resume posts on the receiving end, and with pulpit or 
plow, stethescope or microphone, school book or Bible, 
they again announce that there is Good News of a Great 
Joy. Because of them and of those who sent them 
Christmas dawns anew in Africa. 


A Real Visit From Santa Claus. . . 


By Elby O. Gordon 


It was Christmas Eve. Four-year- 
old Nell was standing with her small 
white face pressed against the win- 
dowpane watching the snow falling si- 
lently, and softly covering the earth 
with a mantle of white. Fast the people 
were hurrying home from their places 
of business. 

In many homes could be seen the 
Christmas trees all dressed and de- 


cked and shining with many colored- 
lights, yes, dressed and decked for the - 


happy children on the morrow. At 
length Nell turned to her mother and 
asked: ‘‘Mother, if it keeps on snowing 
can Santa Claus find his way here?”’ 
The mother was thinking of a long 
white mound the snow was making ina 
lonely churchyard where Nell’s father 
had been laid two years before. After a 
pause the mother replied: “Yes, he 


will find his way here.’ ‘‘Will he 
bring me that big baby doll thet-ean 
open and shut its eyes?’ asked Nell 
with eager expectation. 

Four-year-old Nell and six-year-old 
Robert were the only children. The 
mother was very poor. She was work- 
ing hard to give the children food, clo- 
thing, and shelter. She had no money 
and knew theré could be no baby doll. 
After a pause the mother answered: 
“Perhaps, if he has not given them al] 
away before he gets here;”’ 

“T hope Santa will not forget me,” 
exclaimed Nell with excitement. 

John Winfield sat in his office. He 
was thinking of the past. Once again he 
was a barefoot boy back among the old 
New hills. Now his hair 
was tinged with silver, John Winfield 
was a rich man but he was not happy. 
His mind kept going back to his boy- 
hood days. He had never married. 


By Henry Van Dyke x 


He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord. — Romans, XIV: 6. 
It is a good thing to observe C hristmas Day. The mere marking of times and 


seasons, when men agree to stop 


work and make merry together, is a wise and 


wholesome custom. It helps one to feel the supremacy of the common life over the 


individual life. It reminds a man to set his own little watch, now and then, by the Teason 


great clock of 
But there is a better 
keeping 
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Her amore meet 


Once he had a sweetheart but in his 
insatiable desire for gold he had cast 
the idea of love and marriage aside. A 
youthful lover — a sweetheart — a 


sleeping in the old country church way 
back among the hills. He had no 
people. His mother had passed away 
years ago. 

He had been fervent in spirit and not 
slothful in business — and now he was 
a rich man, but his money seemed to 
mock him. There was a haunting lone- 
someness about his life that nothing 
could ever fill. ° 

It was quitting time, John decided he 
would walk down among the open 
stores and toy shops and see the happy 
children. Putting on his thick over- 
coat, he closed his office. “A Merry 
Christmas to you,” said the old janitor. 

“Same to you,” replied John, plac- 
ing a bill in the old man’s hand, the size 


Keeping 


making the old fellow’s eyes sparkle. 
John wandered the stores 
and watched the happy people. He 


were many poor families in the 
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Santa. Stepping into a nearby store, he phis, has been named the Outstandi 

Guns and Cuil teach leat toy oh eS ee ee oe Oe 
night. The next morning there was Downtown Civitan Club of the city 

great rejoicing among the poor Baptist Hospital is a 1,900-bed facil 
city. They had received a real visit thy ethan beommnsthe terttclorent 


ri ist as 


“yet trad carretera mentee 


Board. ei th nara 


* * 
5 tn ah 
o t 


WF Mer fe 


their hearts; 


from Santa Claus. 


“He did, he did, he did bring me that 


big baby doll!” 


“Whoop!” shouted Robert’and 
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Around The World— 
East Africa 


By David R. Grant 
Editor's Note : 

Dr. David~R. Grant, pastor of 
Broadmoor Baptist church in Jackson 
and past president of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention, recently com- 
pleted an around-the-world trip for the 
purpose of missions awareness. In a 
series of articles Dr. Grant is discus- 
sing his trip. 


It took a 40-hour wait and flight to get 
from Ibadan, Nigeria, to Nairobi, 
Kenya. About 15 of these hours were 
spent at the airport in Lagos. This was 
Father's Day, but I had the good for- 
tune of having my son, one of my three 
children, there. Food and conveni- 
ences were something to be desired, 
but that was-net important. 

We landed'at the Entebbe, Uganda, 
airport. This is the airport where the 
famous Isreali rescue took place 
shortly after we were there. 

Sam Bethea, son of Dr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Bethea, met us at the airport in 
Nairobi. This city reminds me very 
much of San Francisco. It is modern 
and hilly. I don’t think I have ever seen 
more skyscrapers going up at one time 
in one city as in Nairobi. It is a fabulous 
city. We stayed there longer than any 
other one place as the guest of the 
Betheas. 

While there we attended two diffe- 


rent churches. One was an interna- 
tional church and the other was local. | 
spoke to a small group on one Sunday 
night in the local church, composed 
mostly of missionaries. We also visited 
the communication center, publica- 
tion house, and a school. 

One of the most beautiful pieces of 
property I have ever seen is Camp 
Brackenhurst. It was an old hotel that 
Baptists were able to purchase for a 
rather low cost, and it is now a very 
valuable piece of property. It is 
where they hold language school, have 
mission meetings, and have other 
meetings of various kinds. It has all 
the facilities that are needed for such a 
piece of property. 

In addition to the church services we 
attended, we were also privileged to 
attend a Bible study with some mis- 
sionaries in a home. Southern Baptists 
have an admirable array of mis- 
sionaries in Nairobi. They are dedi- 
cated, competent, and friendly. 

James Hampton, missionary to 
Tanzania, picked us up in his car in 
Nairobi, Kenya, and drove us to 
Arusha, Tanzania. This was some four 
or five hours trip, but it gave us an 
opportunity to see some country in that 
area. We spent the night in his home 
and it was there I came to realize how 
slow anything but airmail is to our 
overseas friends. He read the scrip- 
ture out of Open Windows for the morn- 


HOMETOWN AMERICA 


ing devotional and was reading from 
the December issue in June. 


The next morning, we toured our 
Baptist seminary in Arusha and vis- 
ited with several missionaries. We 
discussed needs there and this was the 
seminary that needed books for their 
library. Broadmoor Baptist Church 
has purchased every book they re- 
quested. We also learned of a group of 
Christians some he ohn hundred 
miles from any sionary. This 
group had baptized 1,983 people in two 
years. They were requesting $12,000 
for a church building. 


One side trip we made was while we 
were in Tanzania. James took a day 
off, borrowed a land rover, and drove 
us over a national park. This is where 
we saw big game of just about every 
kind 


Back in Nairobi we discovered 
firsthand what kind of people we have 
as missionaries. Through an error on 
our part, we missed our plane that was 
suppose ‘to have taken us to Cario, 
Egypt. This necessitated our staying 
in Nairobi from Friday to Monday 
longer than we had planned. The 
Bethea’s were most gracious and 
made us feel welcomed. Others put 
their heads together and helped us 
with a new schedule. We were embar- 
rassed in our error, but were able to 
get new dimensions of people as a re- 
sult. 


At the present time, Kenya and Tan- 
zania are in the same convention; but 
they will be divided in 1978, I believe. 
into two different conventions. Our 
work there is only about 20 years old 
compared to over 100 years in Nigeria 
It is evident that our Lord is doing an 
encouraging work there. The churches 
and other institutions are alive and 
growing. The witness is effective. The 
personnel is some of the best in the 
world:"New churches are being or- 

ganized. In my opinion, we shall hear 
of great things in East Africa in the 
years to come. 

Political unrest and disturbances 
are slowing the work in some of the 
other countries of East Africa, but our 
Lord is capable of dealing with that, 
too. 


Since our return, we have heard of 
the death of one missionary whom we 
visited. His family needs our prayers. 
It is the Dallas Bateman Family. 

By the way, Nairobi was the first 
place I was able to get any clothes and 
personal things after losing my suit- 
case! 

Next time I shall discuss India. 


There was a Man 
who dwelt in the East 


A Boy And A Treasure To Be Kept 


By Dorothy Hughes 


, 


f 


aye tlt 
il Het 
PARE 
HL HEE ue 
betel HH 


or months. Jimmy is his uncle, only a 
few years older. ; 

Soon Tommy and twelve other chil- 
dren were at work on two smail tables 
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after the Bible story.” 

“O, can't take it home. I told Moth- 
er about it, but she says we have too 
much to move around now.” 

I at Tommy in disbelief. 


We sprayed the varnish and stood 
back to admire the finished picture. 


went round the bend of the road. When 
I turned to go inside, Tommy’s picture 
lay on the beard walk. 


I took it inside and leaned it on the 
window sill. As I looked at it, | heard 
again a small voice: 

“Ican’t take ithome . . . ain't it purty 
..- I'm glad I finished it.” 


It made me think of another mother 
and her boy. Such a very different 
mother who treasured things in her 
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A cocoon of ice and snow encases a Pennsylvania pasture where, in warmer 
months, the grass grows green and livestock graze. (RNS Photo by Richard 
Patrick) 


Seminar Set For Long Range Work 


Jack Riddlehoover, pastor of 
Pioneer Drive Baptist Church, 
Abilene, Tex., will be the featured 
speaker during a church long-range 
planning seminar Feb. 21 to 23 at the 
Baptist Building in Jackson. 


The seminar will begin at 2 p.m. on 
Monday and have afternoon and even- 
ing sessions on Monday, morning and 
afternoon sessions on Tuesday, and a 
morning session on Wednesday. 


It will be sponsored by the: newly- 
formed Church Administration- 
Pastoral Ministries Department of the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board. 


Mrs. Odle’s Mother 


Mrs. L. R. Riley, 88, mother of Mrs. 
Joe T. Odle, died Saturday afternoon 
at Rankin General Hospital. She had 
been ill for some time. 


the body was transported to Byrn Fun- 
eral Home in Mayfield, Ky., for burial. 
Services were Tuesday morning in 
Kentucky. 


Mrs. Riley had been a resident of 
Jackson for six years. Her husband 
preceded her in death in of 


1975. He was a Baptist pastor in 
Mayfield before retiring and moving 
to Jackson. 

The funeral service in Mayfield was 
at Highpoint Baptist Church, and bu- 


Leon Emery, church administration 
consultant, will become the director of 
the department when it is formed Jan. 


1. 
Riddlehoover and Emery will be 


program personalities along with 
Truman Brown, Jr., consultant in the 


$30, which will be refundable prior to 
two weeks before the conference. 


Dies In Jackson 


friends. 


Prosecutor 


Appeals 


e . 
Decision 
(Continued from page 1) 

The Petersons were involved in an 
accident with a drunken driver in a 
stolen vehicle so no charges were filed 
against them. Mrs. Peterson was the 
only person injured. She sustained 
cracked ribs, a deflated lung and 
numerous bruises. 

Everhart had safely stopped behind 
a disabled bus on an icy highway when 
his accident occurred. A truck struck 
his vehicle and pushed it into the side 
of the disabled bus. The impact shook 
up the family but no one was injured. 

In reflection on these accidents, 
Hays said, ‘‘Driving in countries over- 
seas is hazardous. With the hundreds 
of cars we have around the world and 
the theusands of miles we drive a year, 
we have been most fortunate.”’ 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 


A price, binding and style to meet every 
need. Quality workmonthip guvaranieed 
Write fer illustrated price folder 


“Internationally known specialists’ 
NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 


Box 305-C — Greenwood Miss. 38970 
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DIXIE RUBBER STAMP & SEAL CO. 
Since 1928 
P. O. Box 202/514 E. Amite 
Jackson, Ms. 39205 
Phone (601) 948-1851 


Youth. 
Write 


Material 


by 


continue to lead and bless His church. 
The Program is one of 
many avenues of outreach by the First 
Baptist Church: Our goal, like the goal 
of other churches, is to proclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior. This is.our 
purpose as we minister locally and to 
all the world. We believe in the 


1976-77" is 
the 


attendance 
choirs and 


An effort to 
aniver sada enaik 
HYMN OF THE MONTH: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise,” page 32, New Hymnal. 


Jan. 9 Witness Commitment Day ( Full information 
Evangelism Department, Jackson. 


JANUARY, 1977 


Sten chai tee gee eas ra 


January (certainly not later than February) to work on the Children’s Bible Drill and : 
( on ‘outh 
Bible Drill. Leaflets are available from the Church Department. Personal 

tion can be arranged for those not conversant with the 


canny ne Ne to boost choir enrollment and 
culminating in an exchange concert an shared feliowstip. 


Baptist Men’ , Jan. 23, by involving laymen in music leadership, 


Jan. 23 | Mien’s (Use insert in the January-March issue of ‘‘Brotherhood Builder." 
dems te Wobedoed Coemtotny ttamtenteean 


) 


Jan. 8-14 Deacon Emphasis Week Involvement of deacons in specified training and service 


Purpose: to involve deacons in personal commitment and improvements , 
Resource: Deacon Emphasis Week pamphlet from church administration department, 


rir heb Guinan Acton Con ap Bang Sons. 


in Sunday School during 1977. A special leaflet “Youth Division Emphasis 
ee ote De ee ee ee 1977. 
Sunday School Department, Box Jackson, MS 39205 for this leaflet. 


Jan. 7—January Bible Study Week in the churches. Romans is the 
Resources and materials are available in the 


and Witness Commitment Cards provided 


Adult Bible 
Book Store. Age- 
Resource and promo- 


consulta- 
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Names In , 
The News 


Mr. and Mrs. Stanley D. Clark, 
missionaries to Argentina, have 
arrived in the States for furlough 
(address: 1735 Jackson, Alexan- 
dria, La. 71301). Before they were 
appointed in 1962, he was pastor of 
Shady Grove Church, near Ruth, 
Miss. 


Clark and Elsie McMurray of First Church, Pascagoula, have been 
presented a family portrait by the members. It recognizes the pastor on his 
15th anniversary at the church. The McMurrays have two sons, David and 
John, who are medical students at the Uriiversity of Mississippi Medical 
School at Jackson, and two daughters, Janet and Susan, who are students 


at Pascagoula High School. 


John and Kathy McNair, mis- 
sionaries, may now be addressed 
at Lopez de Hoyos 295, 1°A, Mad- 
rid, 33, Spain, They are Mississip- 
pians who transferred to Spain 


Mr. and Mrs. John E. Schoolar, 
missionaries to South West Afri- 
ca, may be addressed at P.O. Box 
836, Tsumeb 9260, South West Af- 


Sileam Church, West Point, has recognized five persons who have per- 
fect attendance records in Sunday Sehool for more than five years. They 
are, left to right above: Edmond B. Reid, Jr., 15 years; Mrs. E. B. Reid, 
Jr., 15 years; Mrs. Milton Benson, six years; Ricky Benson, six years; and 


Butch White, 14 years. 


B. Z. Byrd has moved from New 
Black Jack Church, Philadelphia, 
in Neshoba County, to the pasto- 
rate of Clear Creek Church, Route 
1, Shubuta, in Wayne County. 


Dr. Raymond C. Wilson, Execu- 
tive Director of Southern Baptist 
Hospital, New Orleans, celeb- 
rated 30 years of service with that 
institution Dec. 10. A service pin 
presentation ceremony and re- 
ception at the-Hospital marked 
the event. The President of the 
Board of Directors, Earl Little, 
presented Dr. Wilson with a 30 
year service pin and congratu- 
lated him on the remarkable 
progress the Hospital has made 
under his leadership. 


John Stevens, pastor of Brewer 
Church, has been elected presi- 
dent of the North Mississippi Bap- 

tist Pastors 
Conference. 


twelve-county ° 
area in north 
Mississippi. 
Charles 
: Stubblefield of 
Seed Ecru Church 
will serve as vice-president and 
John Causey of First Church, 
Corinth will continue to serve as 
secretary-treasurer. 


’ “Rey 0: McClain has accepted a 


call to be pastor of First Church, 
Orangeburg, S. C., a church 
where he was previously pastor 26 
years ago. McClain, who was 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention Pastor’s Conference 
in 1962, was pastor of the 
Orangeburg church, 1950-53. He 
was pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Atlanta, for 17 years, 
1953-1970. 

Charles and Indy Whitten, mis- 
sionaries, will be on furlough in 
the United States from December 
20, 1976, to August 20, 1977. After 
that they will return to Madrid, 
Spain. Their address while on fur- 
lough will be 1625 Easy Street, 
Yazoo City, MS 39194 (phone 601- 
746-6138). 


Ron Fitts, son of Ulvie Fitts, as- 
sistant pastor of Harrisburg, 
Tupelo, was-recently licensed-to 
preach at Harrisburg. Robert L. 


" Hamblinis pastor. Ron gradua 


from Miss. State and 

studying toward a master of di- 
vinity degree at New Orleans 
Seminary. He may be contacted 
by churches at 4601 Seminary P!. 
No. 103, New Orleans, La. 70126 or 
(504) 288-8817. 


Mr. and Mrs. Archie G. Duna- 
missionaries to 


(address: PB 735, Gatooma, 
Rhodesia). 


Holt has accepted the call 
to be pastor of Pulaski Church, 
Scott County. He and his wife and 
three children 

are now living 

in the pas- 

torium there. 

in 


Jackson. He attended Clarke and 
Mississippi College. 


_. Street Church, 
McComb, has called Clifton Wil- 
liams as minister of music and 
youth. He is a graduate of South- 


Attala Baptists 
Renovate, Hold 
Open House 


The Attala Baptist Association held 
“Open House”’ at the newly renovated 
Attala Baptist Building on Sunday, 
November 28, from 2:30-4:30 p.m. The 
extensive renovation program in- 
cluded construction of a large assem- 
bly room, installation of a central heat- 
ing and air-conditioning system, 
kitchen, suspended ceiling, insulation 


College Hill 
Pastor Dies 


Binford Truett Nash died on De- 
cember 9 after three weeks of illness 
following a heart attack. He was pas- 
tor of College Hill Church, Oxford. Or- 


I am standing upon the seashore. A 
ship at my side spreads her white sails 
to the morning breeze and starts for 


W. Levon Moore is director of mis- 


sions. 

White Oak Pays 
Tribute To Late 
Deacon Canterbury 
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What Does Christmas Mean? 


By Betty Henderson 


Once again it is Christmas, the sea- 
son of good will, love, and gift giving. 
Christmas, 1976! How rapidly the 
years pass; how often Christmas 
comes. It is time again to read the ten- 
der story and to sing familiar carols. It 
is a time of magic for small children, 
the whispered secrets, thoughts of 
Christmas morning that cause the 
eyes to glow with excitement. It is time 
for bringing home the fragrant tree, to 
decorate with lights, tinsel, and snow. 
It is a season for home going, the 
gathering of loved ones, time to send 
and to receive greetings of good wishes 
that spread joy around us like a warm 
coat. 

This is the season when we can hear, 
despite the clamorings of men, the 
whispering of peace and feel the gen- 
tleness of grace and truth. 

As we reflect on the Christmases 
past — how careful we must be not to 
smother Christmas in tinseled senti- 
ment forgetful that the “Sweet Little 


Jesus Boy” was the answer of a 
brokenhearted God to the problem of 
human sin. At Christmas we adore the 
Baby Jesus. It is easy to love a little 
baby. But the Baby Jesus grew up and 
talked about going to a Cross, loving 
your enemies, turning the other cheek. 
He grew up and went to a Cross, and.it 
is difficult to follow Him that far. Yet, 
He demanded of all men ‘‘to take up his 
cross, and follow me.” 

What does Christmas mean? I have 
always thought of Christmas as a good 
time; a time when men and women, 
boys and girls open their hearts freely. 
Christians, church organizations, 
choirs, and carolers are bursting into 
song at this season just as they have 
done since the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Christmas means a new relationship. 
The birth of Jesus was God’s intrusion 
into history that we might be restored 
to God. Which one of us does not wish 
for a chance to begin again? We do not 
live long until we awaken to our need 
for a new beginning. Christmas means 
that such a new beginning exists. In a 


Central Passes Goal In One Day 


Central Church, Brookhaven, set a record goal of $1250 for Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Foreign Missions. This goal was exceeded with $1263.70 
on the first Sunday night, shown by lighting the angel as members made their 
commitment. To date, a total of $1581.70 has been given. Pictured with the lighted 
angel is Mrs. Corine Brown, associate WMU director, and H. Glen Schilling, 


pastor. Mrs. Georgia Myers is WMU director. 2 
Sunday School Lesson: International For December 26 
Christmas: Promise Fulfilled 


By Wm J. Fallis 
Lake 2:21-38 


Yesterday was Christmas — a fes- 
tival of family joy and a birthday of the 


joy. It was all of a piece for them. But 
from perspective, did the 


brought 
ple. The size of their offering revealed 
that they were of limited means. 


‘Lesson: Life and. Work 


The Joy O 


By Bill Duncan 
First 


gives. 
‘which is that 
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hindrance 
fails to believe that 


When the little family arrived, a 


__ Man named Simeon came forward and 


took the child Jesus “’in his arms, and 
blessed God.’’ Then, much to the 
amazement of Mary and Joseph, he 
said some remarkable things in a 
prayer. It was probably not until later 
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real sense God began over when Jesus 
was born. Because God began over, we 
can also begin again. 


Christmas also means a new life 
style. A new life style gained in the loss 
of life for the sake of others. We are our 
brothers brother and we must proc- 
laim the good news. Christmas is good 
news. . .Goodnews of a new beginning. 
When we deal with Jesus Christ we are 
dealing with eternity. He is no per- 
former passing across the stage of his- 
tory te be soon forgotten. So, we cannot 
afford to be casual with him or to ig- 
nore him. He is teaching us the mean- 
ing of our lives. 


As I continue to think about Christ- 
mas I believe we could say that 
Christmas is the recollection of what 
God has done for us, the story of God in 
Action on our behalf. We will miss the 
meaning of Christmas entirely if we do 
not find it in our hearts to say on 
Christmas Day and Every Day. 
“Come into my heart, Lord Jesus.” 


May this Christmas Season bring 
you joy. May the new year bring you 
that peace that ‘‘passeth the under- 
standing of men,”’ and may it bring 
nothing into your life to cause anxiety 
or worry. May you each have wisdom 
for all your needs. This is my wish for 
you at this Christmas Season. 


For God sae loved the warld as to gie 
his Son, the Only-Begotten Ane, that 
ilka ane wha lippens till him sudna 
dee, but hae Life for aye. 

—JOHN 3:16 (Braid Scots) 


Christmas Eve 


It is Christmas Eve once again. The 
beauty of the expression of wonder- 
ment in a small child’s eyes on 
Christmas morning won't be seen here 
tomorrow. Yet the brightly lighted 


. tree with wrapped gifts remains, even 


though it’s not the same. We've got the 
smallest tree we've ever had, this 
year. As I listen to the familiar and 
beautiful Christmas carols being 
played on the piano by my mother, I 
am carried back to Christmases past. 


My mind travels back to the birth of 
Christ in a manger stall. God’s perfect 


at Jesus’ birth helps me put this 
Christmas Eve into a different 


perspective. — Karen Brown 
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Off-Th 
Record 


Two youngsters were dragging a 
large, awkward sack through the toy 
department of a store. They were mak- 
ing a lot of noise and bumping into cus- 
tomers. 

The manager came up. ‘‘Now boys,” 
he admonished, “‘if you keep on being 
troublesome, Santa Claus won't come 
to your house.”’ 

“That's what you think,”’ retorted 
one youngster. ‘‘Who you think we got 
inthis sack?” 


A family of leopards ambled by a 
store window and saw the skin of a re- 
lative, now made into a fur coat. The 
price tag said $2,000. 

One leopard commented, ‘‘He was 
better off when he wasn’t worth so 
much.” 


Two elderly ladies arrived at a 
baseball game just as the batter hit a 
home run. Twenty minutes later the 
same batter came up to bat and hit 
another home run. One of the old ladies 
turned to the other, ‘‘Let’s go. This is 
where we came in.” 


The father of the household called 
the telephone company and ordered a 
50-foot extension cord put on the 
phone. He explained, ‘‘I want my 
daughter to stay outside more now that 
the weather is nice.” 


Traveller : ‘‘How far is it to the next 


Farmer: “Two miles as the crow 
flies.”’ 

Traveller: ‘‘How far is it if the crow 
has to walk and roll a flat tire?”’ 


‘ @ 
Music Of Christmas 


Of all the beautiful music that we 
know and love, none is more beautiful 
than the music of Christmas. On that 
“Silent Night’ so long ago ‘‘While 
Shepherds Watched Their Flocks’’,the 
Christ Child was born “Away in a 
Manger’”’ in the ‘‘Little Town of 
“Song in the Air” was “Joy to the 
World, the Lord is Come’’ as sung by 
“Angels From the Realms of Glory.” 

Once again, we are in the midst of 
another beautiful Christmas Season. 
“Good Christian Men, Rejoice’’ 


everywhere! O Come, All Ye Faithfal, 
OCome, letus Him.” Then, ‘Go, 
Teil it on the that Jesus 
Christ‘is born!’” 


—Edwin Sudduth, Indianola 


Devotional , 


“Which Way, Lord?” 


By Jasper Collins, Pastor 
Bovina Mission, Vicksburg 
I feel sure you intend to do nice things for family and friends at Christmas time, 
to show love and concern. But, what are you and your family PLANNING to do 
for Jesus on his birthday? This season compels us to “LOOK UP.” 


es 


> in Bethlehem. 


The wise men from 
he that is born King of 
the east, and are come to worship him.” 

Note some human factors surrounding the birth of the Babe 


said in Matthew 2:2, ‘‘Where is 
: Jews? for we have seen his star in 


The wise men were wise in their coming but came into the 
» presence of King Herod first. King Herod was fearful of com- 
petition and wanted the wise men to help him find the Christ 

child. Had the wise men not leoked up to follow his star, they 

rs] would never have found Jesus. They “‘looked up,” followed the 
, star and found the Lord of Lords and the King of Kings. Faith 


and wisdom sent the wise men away by a different direction. We are just as 


different after we meet the master. 


The angels “looked upon” the Babe ls the menanr. Tee shepherds must have 
Then by 


“looked up"’ at the sound of angelic singing. 


they went to see the 


miracle in the manger and “looked upon” their Master. 

When lost upon the ocean because of the storm, the first thing the mariner does 
when the storm breaks is to have the navigator “look up” to the stars to find the 
shore. Having a great ocean of time to cross, we need to ‘look up”’ unto the one 


This is a simple Christian principle. 


In an editorial printed in U. S. News and World 


‘who can plot a course for our-lives that will lead us safely to that eternal shore. 


in April of 1953 “and 


reprinted in June 1964,.David Lawrence, the editor, saiti, “If the lives of the great 
statesmen of history teach in common asingle lesson, it is that nations will steer 
by a compass. That compass is principle. We cannot chart a new course every 
time a new problem arises. To forsake principle for the opportunities of expe- 
dieney is to start a nation on the road to self-destruction.” Let’s not self-destruct 
our denomination by being disobedient to the principles that havé made us strong 


in Christ. 


On imy birthday, if you want to show love or appreciation for me, don’t come 
into my house with many mutual friends and have a party.and exchange gifts 
between yourselves, leaving me out. What have you and your family PLANNED 
for a gift to Jesus at Christmas, his birthday? May I suggest that you “LOOK 
UP” with a God-honoring gift to the LOTTIE MOON Christmas offering through 


your church. 


“Q, Come Let Us Adore Him” 


The Fact 


The child in my world is two. 


He thinks he knows who Santa Claus is — 

That genial, jolly old fellow handing out gifts. 

When Tommy is five, somebody's going to tell him 
Who Santa is— 


It was reported that after the great 


What 
and be quiet for awhile.” 

We are so geared up now it is no 
wonder that blood pressure rises, 
words are spoken unwisely, and mis- 


Someone said, “The first sermon in 
the world was preached at creation. It 


was a divine object lessgn. of perfect 
law, perfect plan, perfect order, and 


As I think of the beauty of this day 
and see the handiwork of God I see that 


